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Executwe Secrecy
Attacked in Report

Texrt of the summary of facts
and proposals, Pagc 11.’

By ALLEN l)RbRY
ARG OOR il

\WASHINGTON, \o\ 3
The American Civil Liberties
Union attacked Government
secrecy under the Truman and
Eisenhower Administrations to-
day. It said abuses of author-
ity to withhold news were
never so rampant as now.’

In a special report prepared
by Allen Raymond. a newspa-
per man, the organization said:

“It is a fair consensus that
these abuses have already cur-
tailed the power of the press
and of Congress itself to be of
service to the people hy finding
out what goes on in govern-
ment: that they have heen ac-
companied by an arrogation of
powers within the Executive ot
doubtful constitutionality:

\

'far !nudequa.telv chllleﬂged
!that they have advanced to the
,point where the civil libertice
of the ple themsel 7es are
threatened; and that some pru-
' tnt rcmedial action by Congress

ecessary.”

Mr Raymond dassd his report
on six weeks of interviews and
discusgons with Government of-
ficisls and leading Washington
newspaper men.

. Some, such as Elmer Davis,
tedio commentator and wartime
‘head of the Office of War In-
formation, doubted that any real
barm was being done by current
QGovernment aecrecy actices.
{But most, Mr. Ra report-
{ed, expressed a rm at the
trend. ]

Lauds A, N. P. A, Ffforts
Mr. Raymond. praised efforts

Yof the freedom of information|,
rcommittee of the American So-{™"

,ciety of Newspaper Editors in

. *combatting un‘ustified secrecy.

He added, however, that' “their

that the power of the press to be
useful in fighting the situation
posed by Government secrecy
was curtailed “in great degree”
by two factors —the Govern-
ment's control of free discussion
on two other media, radio and
television, and “a widespread
distrust of the press i by
large segments of the populy-
tion, as, for example, in the labor
moveraent.”

At the moment, Mr, Raymond
noted, the problem of secrecy
“has not become one of wide-
spread public concern.” But he
said it had “impigned on the
consciousnesg of Congress” in
the form of a House Government
Operations subcommittee study
of Government secrecy.

The subcommitiee, headed by
Representative John Moss, Dem-
ocrat of California, has ached-
uled hearings starting next Mon-
day.

Mr. Raymond singled out Pres-
ident Eisenhower's directive of
May 17, 1954, as having “im-
meaaura.bly" increased the area
of Government suppression of
news.

.efforts thus far have been inef- -

‘ectlvo in turning the tide.” :

The report suggested a studv
Py “non-governmental agencie”
ot laws such as the Administra.
tive Procedures Act, the Atomig’
-Energy Act and the Federtl
Communications Act that tem
to restrict the flow of inlorma.
ton to the public.

It also recommended creation
.of an independent agency withlnk

e Government to handle de-
classitication of previously secret
documents and to work for
greater disclosure of informa-
tion. And it urged extension of
the act governing registration of
lobbyists with Congress to cover-
lobbyists who attempt to influ-
ence the various Government
rgencies

Mr. Raymond™t ‘Yeport said

g 4
Defense Secretary Charles
Wilson, directed that it was “ng
in the public interest” to
elose letters or conversations. be-’
tween officials of the Executhe‘
branch,

The )etter was designed to pre-‘
vent certain testimony .by J'lhn,
Adanmy, former Loefense Dep‘g*t-
ment counse!, during Senate ~ub-‘
committee hearing last year oni’
the dispute between the Army'
and Senator Joseph R. McCanhy
Republican of Wisconsin,

It you extend Prcsxdentiai
immunity to examination of the
entire Executive Branch of the
Government,” Mr. Raymond
said, “you enable the Executive
to violate the civil liberties of
any citizen without Congression-
a]l power to formulate correc-
tive Jegislation, because Con-
gress would be unable to learn
the facts in the case.’

The report also criticized di-
rectives by Mr, Wilson restrict-
fng info tion from the De-
fense Depnrtmeut and sctivities
of the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion in limiting the spread of

-

The President, in a letter to!

sciéntific information.
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